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T WAS IN 1998 that Corazon �rst learned about St. Thérèse. Having 

recently retired as a nurse educator, she was looking for meaningful ways 

to spend her time and inquired about volunteering at the National Shrine 

on a friend’s recommendation. More than 20 years later, Corazon remains an 

active volunteer at the National Shrine of St. Thérèse. During this time, she 

has grown very close to Thérèse, who has become her patron saint. 

“She is like a mother and friend,” Corazon shares about Thérèse, who she 
prays to each day and who Corazon turns to during life’s challenges. Several 
years ago, Corazon visited Thérèse’s Carmel and the Martin home in Lisieux. 
One of the most meaningful parts of her visit was seeing and touching some of 
Thérèse’s relics, including a length of her hair. The experience made Thérèse’s 
humanness more tangible and deepened Corazon’s connection to her. 

Most weekdays, Corazon can be found at the National Shrine of St. Thérèse 
before and during Mass, serving alongside a corps of other devoted volunteers. 
She describes her work at the Shrine as a privilege, and is grateful to have 
learned from four Shrine Directors over the years.

Corazon’s devotion to St. Thérèse inspires her �nancial support of the Society 
of the Little Flower. In addition to providing resources for the National Shrine, 
she is pleased that her gifts help Carmelite ministries throughout the world. 
Corazon also participates in the Society’s gift annuity program. Her annuity 
payments are a bene�t, and Corazon also appreciates that after she passes she 
will forever be remembered in the Masses and prayers of the Carmelites. 
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