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Before joining the Society of the Little Flower in 2013, Joe Voss spent 
his life serving the Church in various capacities. In the coming years, he 
is determined to meet as many friends of St. Thérèse as he can, learn-
ing of their spiritual journeys and sharing stories of the impact of their 
support. Joe can be reached at 888.996.1212.

EACH DAY IS A GIFT

I
T WAS AN EXCITING DAY FOR ME when I joined the staff of the Society of the Little Flower 

in early spring of 2013. I have known Father Bob and many other Carmelites through the years 

and had visited the Shrine chapel on a number of occasions; I am thrilled to now be part of 

this wonderful community of persons dedicated to the mission of furthering the cause of St. 

Thérèse, and supporting the many Carmelite ministries here in the United States and worldwide.

	 Soon after joining  
the Society, I read  St.  
 Thérèse’s autobiography, 
 Story of the Soul.  After 
reading this book, I was 
moved by her genuine 
love for Jesus, and her 
profound ability to trust 
in Him. This led me to 
begin praying to her more 
each day, and I, too, have 
experienced her presence 
leading me closer to 
Jesus.
	 The most rewarding 
thing I do here at the 
Society is speak with and 
visit the supporters of this 
great mission. In the past 
three years, I have spoken 
to and visited many. Every 
person I have visited, 
without exception, has 
welcomed me like family, 
and has shared inspiring 
stories of how influential 
St. Thérèse has been in 
their lives. Some have 
shared healing stories, 
others stories about 
children rediscovering 
God, and still other stories 
about finding employment 
or being able to buy or 
sell their homes. The 
privilege of listening to 
these stories has had a 

great influence in my life, 
as well. It is clear that St. 
Thérèse continues to send 

showers of roses to this 
very day. 
	  When not visiting 

our friends in person, I 
am here at the Society 
calling and thanking 
donors, and answering 
questions about the 
shrine and Carmelite 
ministries. Here on the 
campus of the National 
Shrine, I have witnessed 
the effect on people’s 
lives when they gather 
for daily Mass, attend a 
retreat at our Spiritual 
Center, pray as they walk 
the outdoor Stations of 
the Cross in the Carmelite 
Meditation Garden, or visit 
the museum that is filled 
with the art and artifacts 
that chronicle the life and 
spirituality of St. Thérèse. 
	 Each day presents itself 
as another reminder of 
why I do what I do. I try 
to remain open to God 
working through me to 
reach people who want 
to learn about St. Thérèse 
and the Carmelites. There 
is no doubt in my mind 
why I do what I do each 
day: God has sent me 
here for a reason, and 
I am so grateful for the 
opportunity to be part of 
the Society of the Little 
Flower. 

Cover page of The Story of a Soul (l’Histoire d’une Âme)  
by Thérèse of Lisieux, édition 1940.
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Mary Zacharias is 
a member of our 
Gift Planning Office 
and has been on 
staff at the Society 
of the Little Flower 
for more than 30 
years. She would 
be honored to 
visit with you and 
hear the ways St. 
Thérèse is a part 
of your life. Call 
her anytime at 
630.719.2230 to 
talk or arrange 
a time to get 
together.

HIS MAY SOUND STRANGE TO SOME, 

but I had never even heard of St. 

Thérèse until I applied for a position with 

the Society of the Little Flower. 

	 Little did I know then that it would be the 
beginning of an amazing life journey! 
	 The journey started 33 years ago when I 
applied for a position at the Society to help 
process mail. Over the years, I answered the 
phone, welcomed people to our office as a 
receptionist, and served in many other capacities. 
As I worked in each of these positions, I found 
St. Thérèse welcoming me more and more into 
her heart. My spiritual connection and devotion 
to her grew stronger. I loved my work and felt I 
was doing what St. Thérèse wished – “reaching 
to the ends of the earth”.
	 Three years ago, our director, Father Bob 
Colaresi, asked me to serve in yet another 
capacity: reaching out to our donors on his 
behalf and learning more about the relationship, 
friendship, and partnership our friends have with 
the Society and with the Carmelites. 
	 Blessed with this opportunity to talk with and 
meet face-to-face with so many friends of St. 
Thérèse, I continue to be inspired and humbled 
by their love for the Little Flower. After all 
these years, I am still amazed at her powerful 
intercession in so many people’s lives. 
	 My passion for the work I do is deeper 
than ever because I can …

• �Witness, in partnership with you, how 
the Carmelites are able to bring God 
and hope into the hearts and lives of so 
many; provide for the thirsty and hungry, 
the forgotten, the aged, and the lonely; 
and truly fulfill the mission of our dear 
St. Thérèse in reaching to the ends of 
the earth. 

• �Get to know you, our donors. It is a true 
blessing as I hear about your incredible 
faith, devotion, and love for St. Thérèse. 
You are the heart and breath that enables 
the Carmelites to touch lives, and spread 
the Gospel of God and the mission of St. 
Thérèse throughout the world. You are the 
most brilliant roses in full bloom. 

• �See firsthand the work the Carmelites 
are doing here on the Carmelite Campus, 
and the lives they touch through their 
ministries. I want to help them (through 
you) to continue in this work for 
generations to come.

• �Experience the roses St. Thérèse 
graciously showers on me time and time 
again. My devotion to her encourages me 
to spread her “Little way” as far and as 
much as I possibly can! I love her! 

	 In short, I do what I do because I want to give 
back to God, to St. Thérèse, and to the Society of 
the Little Flower, in gratitude to Father Bob and 
the Carmelites – and to YOU – for this amazing 
life journey. 

T

A Great Blessing Blessed with 

this opportunity 

to talk with and 

meet face-to-

face with so 

many friends 

of St. Thérèse, 

I continue to 

be inspired and 

humbled by 

their love for the 

Little Flower.”
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Y OU ARE THE REASON the poor in Peru, El Salvador, 
and many other parts of the world are able to drink clean 
water, eat a nutritious meal provided by a Carmelite-run 

soup kitchen, and receive agricultural training so that they can 
become self-supporting.
	 You are the reason youths are being rescued from the hands of 
ruthless gang members in Torreon, Mexico. 
	 You are the reason the lives of high school students from across the 
United States are being transformed … forever.
	 You are the reason thousands of people are able to visit the National 
Shrine of St. Thérèse each year to deepen their faith through retreats, 
days of recollection, spiritual direction, and daily Mass.
	 You are the reason.

	 Have you ever wondered how 
your gifts to the Society of the Little 
Flower are making a difference? 
These are just a few examples of 
how you are saving the lives of 
people you will never know – people 
who are nonetheless dependent on 
your kindness and generosity. 
	 Sometimes, the life-saving 
you make possible is physical; at 
other times, it is spiritual. Both are 
important. 
	 In a materialistic world that is 
crying out for direction, we are able 
to show the way – because of you. 
And as we look to the future, we 

know that a hunger for things that 
last will only grow. We know it’s not 
only because of the ever-increasing 
numbers of people we touch, but 
also because we see it in the depth 
of their prayer. People want a 
foundation and they want direction. 
They want to know what they can 
count on. They know there is more 
to life, and they come to us to find 
the answer. 
	 They find it here. Because of you.
	 A comment we often hear from 
our friends is, “I wish I could do 
more to help.” Interestingly, there 
are many creative ways to deepen 

Daniel Pritchard 
is the Director 
of Planned and 
Major Gifts for the 
Society of the  
Little Flower

your support of the Society of the 
Little Flower – ways that you might 
not have thought of, and ways that 
could also help you. During this 
period of renovation and expansion 
here on the campus of the National 
Shrine of St. Thérèse, these gifts can 
be particularly helpful to us. 
	 For example, many people have 
heard about our charitable gift 
annuity program. The details of this 
program are spelled out on page 7 
and summarized on the back page 
of this issue of Between Friends. In 
a nutshell, creating a gift annuity 
helps us plan for our future, while 
also providing income to support 
your future. We are told that we 
have some of the best payout rates 
around!
	 Others have included the Society 
of the Little Flower in their estate 
plans. Such a gift ensures that the 
support you have offered during 
your life will continue on thereafter. 
Our benefactors tell us that it gives 
them great comfort to make such a 
gift, and, in a way, it is offering back 
a rose to the one who promised 
to send a shower of roses to those 
who call upon her.
	 There are even other ways to help. 
Gifts through an IRA, a life insurance 
policy, appreciated stock, and 
saving bonds can yield tremendous 
rewards to both you and the 
Society. Be sure to read the article 
on page 12 to learn more. 
	 Some worry about the future, 
some wonder about it, and still 
others hope for it. Whatever the 
case may be for you, be sure 
you take some time to consider 
your planning options. And if 
circumstances allow you to include 
the Society of the Little Flower 
in those future plans, we would 
be forever grateful. Our future? 
Truthfully, it’s all about you. 

It’s All About You!




